Beware  lest  any  man  spoil  you  through  Philosophy  and  Ttain  rfecci/— Col,  ii  8. 
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For  the  Evangelical  Luminary, 


The  ninth  chapter  of  Paul  to  the  Romans  has 
frequently  been  considered  as  the  grand  bulwark 
of  the  doctrine  of  predestination,  as  taught  by  the 
Westminster  confession  and  catechi«m,  and  the 
canons  of  the  synod  of  Dort ;  hut  every  inpartiai 
inquirer,  and  particularly  such  as  are  acquainted 
with  the  spirit  of  the  times  among  the  Jews  when 
St.  Paul  opposed  their  errors,  will,  if  not  blinded 
by  prejudice,  readily  see,  that  the  Apostle  had  cer¬ 
tainly  no  such  doctrine  in  view,  when  writing  the 
excellent  treatise  contained  in  the  9d),  10th  and 
11th  chapters  of  the  above  mentioned  epistle. 
For  no  writer  of  common  sense  will  so  flatly  con¬ 
tradict  himself,  as  St.  Paul  most  assuredly  would, 
were  the  doctrine  of  decrees  contained  in  the 
quoted  treatise.  To  prove  this  assertion  every 
friend  of  his  hihleis  desired  to  consider  and  impar¬ 
tially  to  weigh  the  contents  of  that  portion  of  the 
epistle  to  the  Romans  which  precedes  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  part  in  question,  lie  will  find,  that 
St.  Paul,  in  the  flrst  chapter,  plainly  proves  the 
wretched  state  of  the  Gentile  world  in  his  day,  and 
the  judgment  w'hich  had  befallen  them  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  their'Iwilful  disobedience  to  the  light  of 
nature,  which  they  enjoyed.  In  the  second  chapter 
the  Apostle  leads  the  Jew  to  the  contemplation  of 
his  own  wretched  condition,  by  which  he  also  had 
forfeited  his  right  to  the  privileges  of  God’s  pecu¬ 
liar  people,  and  that  they  were  as  unworthy  to  be 
continued  in  the  church,  as  the  Gentiles  were  to 
be  taken  into  it ;  and  as  the  Apostle  was  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  sentiments  of  his  countrymen, 
he  fitly  introduces  a  dialogue  between  himself  and 
a  Jew  in  the  third  chapter,  in  order  to  state  the 
principal  objections  they  were  accustomed  to 
make  against  evangelical  preaching  and  to  refute 
them.  After  which  he  resumes^his  arguments, 
and  proves  from  the  Jewish  scriptures,  that  all 
men  Jews  and  Gentiles  have  sinned,  and  that 
therefore  none  can  claim  the  blesj^ings  of  God’s 
people  on  the  ground  of  any  works  they  had  per¬ 
formed;  that  the  Jew  stands  in  as  much  need  of 
God’s  favor,  to  give  him  a  title  to  those  blessings, 
as  the  Gentile ;  and  that  since  all  are  in  the  same 
CH'cumstanceg  it  would  be  absurd  for  any  to  pre¬ 
tend  to  usurp  God’s  favor  to  themselves,  exclu¬ 
sively  of  others,  who  are  only  as  had  as  they. 
Thus  St.  Paul  clearly  proves  that  the  Gentiles, 


through  faith  atonc^  have  a  good  title  to  all  the 
blessings  uf  the  gospel ;  whether  covenant,  elec- 
tijn,  adoption,  pardon,  privileges,  ordinances,  the 
holy  spirit  and  the  hope  of  eternal  life.  In  the 
fourth  chapter  the  objections  of  the  Jew,  v.  I  and 
part  of  2d,  “  what  shall  we  then  say,  that  Abra¬ 
ham  our  father, as  pert aining  to  the  flesh  hath  found, 
for  if  Abraham  were  justified  hj  works,  he  halb 
whereof  to  glory;”  is  answered  by  the  Apostle, 
and  he  shows,  v.  3 — 5,  that  Abraham  according 
to  scripture,  was  justified  by  faith  ;  explains  v. 
6 — 8  the  nature  of  that  justification ;  proves  9 — 1 1, 
that  Abraham  was  justified  long  before  be  was 
circumcised,  and  v.  12 — 16,  that  the  believing 
Gentiles  are  his  seed  to  whom  the  promise  belongs, 
as  well  as  (he  believing  Jews,  and  v.  17 — 25,  de¬ 
scribes  Abraham’s  faith,  as  an  explanation  of  that 
faith,  which  is  required  of  u«.  Having  thus  si¬ 
lenced  the  objections  of  the  Jew,  he  shows  in  the 
fifth  chapter,  the  wide  extent  of  the  new  covenant 
blessings,  and  states  in  language,  which  cannot  be 
misunderstood,  that  the  consequences  of  Christ’s 
obedience  extend  as  far  as  the  xronsequences  of 
Adam’s  disobedience,;  whence  it  follows,  that  as 
the  latter  extended  to  all  mankind  so  do  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  Christ’s  obedience.  F or  the  Apostle’s 
language  is  plain  v.  19.  For  as  by  one  mao’s  dis¬ 
obedience  many  (or  rather  “  the  many,”  oipolloi^ 
i,  e.  all  men)  were  made  sinners,  so  by  the  obedi¬ 
ence  of  one  shall  many  (i.  e.  the  many  or  all  men) 
be  made  righteous.  The  candid  reader  will  per¬ 
ceive,  that  this  general  oflTer  of  salvation  is  con¬ 
nected  with  our  acceptance  of  the  same  by  faith 
on  which  the  Apostle  had  largely  spoken  in  tbe 
3d  chapter  from  the  21 — 30  ,v.  Having  thus 
shown  the  extent  of  Christ’s  redemption,  it  will 
follow,  that  St.  Paul,  in  the  9th  chapter,  cannot 
mean  io  overturn  the  system,  which  Ire  had  ex¬ 
plained  and  defended  in  the  first  part  of  the  same 
epistle,  and  that  therefore  his  intention  must  be 
very  different  from  what  has  been  supposed  by 
many.  And  indeed  if  a  e  only  bear  in  mind  the 
A|K>stle’s  purpose  of  refuting  the  prejodices  of  Li? 
own  countrymen,  and  w'hat  thosg  prejudices  were, 
that  prevented  so  many  Jews  from  embracing  the 
gospel,  this  treatise  of  St.  Paul  will  not  only  ap¬ 
pear  to  us  as  not  opposed  to  what  he  had  states, 
in  the  fifth  chapter,  but  as  being  in  strict  confor;*’ 
ity  and  agreement  with  it.  To  enable  therrf' 
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the  reader  to  enter  into  the  true  spirit  of  the  Apos¬ 
tle’s  excellent  treatise,  I  shall  here  transcribe  the 
judicious  saunmary  prehxed  by  Dr,  Taylor  to  the 
9fh  and  lUth  chapter  to  the  Romans.  He  says, 
hitherto  the  Apostle  hath  not  considered  the  Jews 
as  rejected,  except  in  an  indirec  t  way  ;  hut  that 
they  had  the  possibility  ot  continuing?  in  the  church, 
from  entering  into  Which,  they  should  not  attempt 
to  prevent  the  Gentiles;  but  allow  them  to  be 
sharers  in  the  mercy  of  God,;  and  hence  his  lan¬ 
guage  is  in  sum  this :  Why  may  not  believing 
Gentiles  be  admited,  pardoned  and  saved,  as  well 
as  you  ?  But  in  this  chapter  and  the  two  following, 
the  Apostle  considers  the  reception  of  the  Gentiles 
into  the  king  tom  and  covenant  of  God  under  the 
notion  of  calling  or  invitation,  and  of  election  or 
choice  ;  which  shows,  that  hV  views  the  two  par¬ 
ties  id  a  light  different  from  that,  in  which  he  had 
before  placed  th^-m.  The  Gentiles  he  considers  as 
invited  info  the  kingdom  of  God  and  as  chosen 
to  be  his  people ;  and  the  Jews  he  considers  as 
left  out  ao<l  rejected ;  for  as  the  main  body  of  them 
had  now  lejei  ted  the  gospel  of  Christ,  he  saw,  that 
God  was  abi  ut  to  unchurch  them,  overturn  their 
polity,  destroy  their  temple  and  disperse  them 
over  (he  face  of  the  earth.  Thus  he  knew,  (hey 
would  he  accursed  or  anathematised  for  Christ, 
and  reduced  to  a  level  with  the  heathen  nations 
of  the  world.  And  the  event  hath  proved,  that 
l.is  declarations  were  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  truth. 

It  is  observable,  that  agreeably  to  hi^  delic  ate 
manner  of  writing,  and  his  nice  and  tender  treat¬ 
ment  *d  his  countrymen,  he  never  mentions  their 
rejection,  a  subject  extremely  painful  to  his 
thoiic?hts,  otherwise  than  in  a  wish^  that  he  himself 
wen*  accursed  fr'»m  (or  by)  Christ  for  them,  or 
tc  prevent  them  from  being  accursed  from  Christ, 
v.U,  till  he  comes  to  chapter  xi,  where  he  has 
much  to  say  in  their  favor  even  considered,  as  at 
present,  rejected.  But  it  is  very  evident,  that 
hi**  arguments  in  this  (ninth)  chapter  rest  on  the 
supposition,  that  the  main  body  of  the  fewish  na- 
ti  n  would  be  cast  out  of  the  visible  kingdom  of 
God;  and  it  is  f  Tthis  reason,  that  in  this  and  the 
twi»  following  ctiapters  he  considers  the  rei  epfion 
of  any  pe'ipie  into  the  kingdom  and  covenant  of 
G’*d  under  the  reialtve  notion  of  inviting  and 
choosing  Of  of  calling  and  elution,  1  he  jews 
w^-re  rejected  and  reptobaied^  the  Gentiles  were 
chosen  md  called  or  elected,  -  As  this  i^  most  obvi¬ 
ously  the  Afioslle’s  m**Hning  it  is  strang  ,  that 
any  should  '^pply  his  do«  trine  to  the  pu’dirular 
and  unr  niiditioaal  repobation  and  election  of  io- 
dividuals. 


If  is  upon  this  rejection  of  the  J ews^  that  the 
calling  and  election  of  the  Gentiles  rests.  If  the 
Jews  be  not  rejected,  but  are  still  the  visible 
church  and  kingdom  of  God ;  then,  the  Gentiles, 
by  the  most  proper  inference  from  the  Apostle’s 
doctrine,  have  no  right  to  the  blessings  of  the 
kingdom.  Instead  of  being  invited  or  called,  they 
kre  intruders  at  the  heavenly  feaj*t,  and  this  the 
unf»elieving  Jews  laboured  to  proved  and  thus  un¬ 
hinge  the  believing  Gentiles  by  persuading  them, 
(hat  they  were  not  duly  taken  into  the  church  of 
God  ;  that  the  Jews  were  and  ever  must  continue 
the  on/^  church  and  kingdom  of  God;  and  that 
they  could  not  be  cast  ofT,  so  long  as  God  was 
faithful  to  his  promise  to  Abraham  ;  and  that  the 
Gentiles  were  most  miserably  deceived,  wlien 
they  supposed  they  were  brodght  into  that  king¬ 
dom  by  faith  io  Christ ;  whereas,  there  was  no 
way  of  entering  *t,  or  of  being  entitled  (o  its  privi¬ 
leges  but  by  submitting  to  the  law  of  MoseS, 
This  being  the  6xed  opinion  of  the  Jews,  and  the 
ground,  on  which  they  opposed  the  Gentiles,  and 
endeavored  to  sap  the  foundation  of  their  hope  of 
salvation  from  the  gospel  of  Christ ;  it  was  there¬ 
fore  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  he  able 
to  prove,  that  (he  Jews,  by  rejecting  Christ  and 
his  tfospel,  were  themselves  cast  out  of  the  church  ; 
and  this  in  a  way  perfectly  consistent  with  the 
truth  of  the  promise  made  to  Abraham.  He  had 
slightly  touched  on  thw  subject  at  the  beginning 
of  (he  3rl  chapter;  but  it  would  have  broken  in 
too  much  on  the  thread  of  his  discourse  to  have 
pursued  the  argument  there  ;  for  which'  reason  he 
appears  to  have  reserved  it  to  this  place  ;  whtie  he 
firstly  solemnly  declares  his  tenderesf  affection 
for  his  countrymen,  and  his  real  grief  of  heart  for 
their  infidelity,  and,con«equent  rejection  v.  1 — 5. 
Secondly  answers  objection**  again.st  their  rejec¬ 
tion  V.  6—23.  Thirdly  proves  the  calling  of  the 
Gentiles  Irom  their  own  (Jewish)  scriptures  v. 
24—30.  Fourthly  give.*  the  true  state  and  reasons 
of  the  rejection  of  the  Jews  and  th**  calling  of  the 
Gentilt  s  v.  30  to  v.  14  chapU  r  x.  Fifthly  proves 
the  necessity  of  the  Apostolic*  mission  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  in  order  to  their  salvation,  14lh,  chapter  x  to 
the  end. 

And  ail  this  was  intended,  at  once,  to  vindicate 
the  divine  dispensations,  to  convince  the  infidel 
Jew,  to  satisfy  the  believing  Gentile,  that  his 
calling  and  invitation  into  the  church  of  God  was 
valid  ;  to  arm  him  against  the  cavils  and  objections 
ot  the  unbelieving  Jew  ;  and  to  dispose  ihechr^- 
tian  Je^  to  receive  and  own  (he  believiiig  Gertile 
ai  a  member  of  the  family  and  kingdom  of  God, 
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a  diyirie  nghf,  equal  to  any,  to  winch  he  him¬ 
self  could  pretend.  See  Taylor’s  notes  page  321, 
&c.  CLERICUS. 

For  the  Evangelical  Luminar^y, 

IVoe  unto  them  that  call  evil  good^  and  good  evil ; 
that  pul  darkness  for  lights  and  light  for  darkness  / 
that  put  bitter  foi  sweets  and  sweet  for  hitter. 
Woe  unto  them  that  are  wise  in  their  own  cyes^ 
and  prudent  in  their  own  sight,  Isaiah  v.  20  — 1 . 

This  severe  reproof  of  the  prophet,  sup¬ 
poses  the  conduct  of  ihojje  who  called  evil 
good,  and  p[ood  evil ;  who  put  darkness  for 
light,  and  light  for  darkness,  highly  crimi¬ 
nal  in  the  sight  of  God,  who  is  unwilling 
that  any  of  his  rational  creatures  should 
confound  things  so  diametrically  opposite 
in  their  nature  and  contrary  in  their  ef¬ 
fects.  Rut  notwithstanding  the  criminal 
nature  of  such  conduct,  it  is  not  unfre- 
quently  manlfcsicd  by  those,  who,  under 
the  pretence  of  promoting  the  interests  of 
true  religion,  misrepresent  its  object  and 
oppose  its  saluiuiy  effects.  To  prove  this 
it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  advert  to 
the  religious  sentiments  of  some  of  the 
inhabitants  •  of  our  highly  favored  land, 
where  we  have  a  right  to  examine  the  re¬ 
ligious  doctrine  of  others  without  exposing 
ourselves  to  imprisonment  or  faggots.  Be¬ 
ing  thus  protected  I  shall  venture  to  com¬ 
pare  the  sentiments  of  both  the  ancient  and 
modern  Calvinists  to  the  language  of  the 
prophet.  That  tlie  words  above  quoted 
refer  to  moral  evil,  which  is  sin,  I  presume 
none  will  pretend  to  deny — and  that  this 
evil  is  called  good  by  some  is  equally  evi¬ 
dent. — And  I  think  it  will  be  very  easy  to 
shew  to  all  who  are  conversant  wilh  the 
doctrines  of  either  ancient  or  modern  pre- 

I 

destinarians,  that  they  are  the  very  people 
upon  whom  the  prophetic  eye  was  fixed, 
when  he  said  woe  unto  them  that  call  evil 
good  and  good  evil,  and  put  darkness  for 
light,  &c.  for  they  constantly  that 

God  introduced  sin  into  the  world  for  wise 
and  good  purposes. 

Calvin  himself  asserts  “  that  God  noton- 


ly  decreed  that  Adam  should  sin,  but  that 
he  actually  excited  and  moved  him  to  eat  of 
the  forbidden  fruit.’*  And  Dr.  Hopkins  ex¬ 
pressly  saith  that  Cod  moves,  excites  and 
stirs  up  men  to  do  that  which  is  smfuKand 
deceives,  blinds,  hardens  and  puts  sin*  into 
the  heart  by  a  positive  creative  influence.*’ 
And  Dr.  Emmons  in  a  late  publication, 
p-^ge  132,  Sciiih,  •‘,God  by  his  invitible  a- 
gency  upon  their  minds,  governs  all  their 
views,  all  their  thoughts,  which  they  neither 
know  before  hand  nor  can  resist^  evade  or 
frustrated*  And  again,  page  95,  “  He  has 
all  bis  creatures  under  his  eye  and  under 
his  controul,  and  will  employ  them  ail  to 
promote  the  general  of  the  universe.** 
In  the  above  quotations  we  are  told  that 
God  deceives,  blinds  and  works  inland 
employs  sinners  to  promote  tliQ  general 
good  of  the  universe.  Consequently  he 
must  have  employed  Judas  to  'betray 
Christ,  and  governed  his  thoughts  and 
views  so  that  he  could  not  “  re  ist  nor 
evade  them.**  But  in  the  13 1st  page  Mr. 

E  informs  us  that  “  it  was  the  money  hat 
gc»verned  his  free  aud ,  viijuntary  act.^* 
Does  it  not  then  necessarily  follow  that  the 
advocates  of  this  doctrine  are  confounded 
by  self  contradictions,  by  calling  evil  good 
and  good  evil.  “  But  deceivers  wax  worse 
and  worse,’*  as  saith  the  apostle,  for  they 
assert  “  that  there  is  just  as  much  sin  in 
the  world  as  God  from  all  eternity  design¬ 
ed,  and  foresaw  that  would  be  forthe^rcar- 
est  good.*'  Here  again  they  contiad.ct 
God  and  oppose  the  auihoiity  of  his  word. 
Fur  when  he  had  finished  his  work,  he 
‘‘  saw  every  thing  that  he  had  nia^ie  and  be¬ 
hold  it  was  very  gootl.*’ Gen  i  30.  There¬ 
fore  sill  did  not  exist  either  in  his  work,  or 
in  his  plan,  as  Calvinists  suppose,  for  he 
has  always  spoken  of  it  wilh  abhorrence, 
and  as  a  great  evil,  w  hich  w  as  brought  into 
the  world  by  man  and  the  agency  of  the 
devil,  and  not  ol  God ;  for  Gud  made  man 
upright  “  but  they  have  sought  out  many 
inventions.*’  Therelore  we  cannot  and 
dare  not  believe^  w*iih  Calvin  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  that  God  decreed  that  the  evil  cf 
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ein  should  come  into  Ihe  world  either  for 
moral  or  natural  good.  But  many  of  his 
modern  disciples  have  gone  far  beyond  him 
in  this  point,  lor  they  say  there  is  just  so 
much  sin  in  the  world  as  is  for  the  greatest 
good  of  the  whole,  all  things  considered.’* 
And  ifi  order  to  prove  that  God  ordained  sin 
for  his  own  glory,  they  assert  that  unless  he 
had  brought  sin  to  pass  he  would  have  had 
00  opportunity  of  showing  his  attribute  of 
mercy.  So  Ihcii,  upon  the  parity  of  their 
reasoning,  God  by  his  own  irresistible  a- 
gency,  plunged  Adam  and  all  his  posterity 
into  the  lowest  depth  of  misery,  in  order 
to  shew  his  mercy  in  restoring  him  and  bis 
posterity  to  their  first  state,  that  is  in  a 
state  of  favour  with  himself.  Now  I  insist 
upon  it,  that  according  to  this  hypothesis, 
mercy  does  not  any  more  exist  in  the  char¬ 
acter  of  God,  than  it  would  in  a  surgeon 
who  breaks  his  fiiend’s  arm  in  order  to 
shew  him  the  evil  of  pain,  aud  then  under¬ 
takes  to  set  the  brokcu  limb  to  exhibit  his 
goodness  and  mercy. 

But  more  than  this,  the  Calvinists  assert 
that  God  did  not  provide  for  the  salvation 
of  all  ma'  kind,  by  the  death  and  atonement  of 
Jesus  Chri>t,  but  only  for  the  elects  and 
passed  by  all  the  rest  aud  left  them  to  per¬ 
ish,  which  according  to  their  doctrine  is 
the  decree  of  reprobation.  But  John  saitb, 
‘‘  we  have  seen  and  do  testify  that  the  father 
sent  the  son  to  be  the  saviour  of  the  v)orldP 
Jphn  iv.  14.  And  Paul  saith,  God  hath 
concluded  them  all  in  unbelief,  that  he 
might  have  mercy  upon  c//.”  Rom  xi.  32. 
And  again,  v.  18,  “  therefore  as  by  the  of¬ 
fence  of  one  [Adam]  judgment  came  upon 
all  men  to  condemnation,  even  so  by  the 
rghteousnessofoue  [Jesus  Christ]  the  free 
;:ifi  came  upon  all  men  unto  justification  of 
life.*’  And  thus  he  reader  will  fully  dis¬ 
cover  that  the  Calvinists  contradict  the 
word  of  God  and  the  testimony  of  Jesus 
Christ  the  true  witness,  who  saith,  “  God 
ro  loved  the  wond  that  he  gave  his  son,  not 
to  condemn  the  world,  but,  that  the  world, 
through  him,  might  be  saved.*’  But  such 
-rrip  ure  testimony,  the  Calvinian  d  vines 
c  ifinoi  endure.  To  oTeicome  its  auihori- 


ty,  they  call  it  heresy  and  arminlan  stuff, 
and  thus  they  call  good  evil.  But  again, 
they  call  evil  good,  in  the  elect,  which 
they  say,  sin  constantly,  either  in  thought, 
word  or  deed  ;  and  although  God  has  given 
them  a  new  heart,  as  they  imagine,  yet, 
says  Mr.  £.  page  435,  they  watch  and 
strive  to  keep  their  hearts, with  all  diligence ; 
because  (hey  know  that  they  ai'e  fickle  and 
deceitful  above  all  things.’*  If  (he  hearts 
of  Calvinists  are  deceitful  above  all  things, 
as  they  say  and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
this  fact,  since  it  is  acknowledged  by  them¬ 
selves  ;  therefore  take  heed  lest  they  m  spoil 
you  through  philosophy  and  vain  deceit.” 
But  they  say  we  must  not  do  evil  that  good 

may  come.  True  :  but,  according  to  their 
belief,  all  evil  must  eventually  produce 

good,  and  especially  when  committed  by 
tlie  elects  since  they  cannot  grow  in  grace 
unless  they  commit  sin.  They  must  first 
become  proud  before  they  cai>  be  tendered 
humble ;  they  naust  hate  before  they  can 
love ;  malice  is  necessary  to  make  them 
meek  and  lowly  of  heart ;  and  the  spirit  of 
envy  to  make  them  kind  and  afftctionate, 
one  towards  the  other.  But  in  what  sense 
do  the  Calvinists  interpret  those  moral  evils 
which,  as  they  are  ready  to  admit,  exist  in 
the  hearts  of  the  elect— first  they  tell  us 
that  when  they  feel  the  laukliog  of  those 
evil  propensities,  and  indulge  those  wick¬ 
ed  passions,  it  gives  them  great  cause  to 
mourn  before  the  Lord ;  and  therefore  it 
makes  them  more  humble  than  they  would 
otherwise  have  been.  Secondly,  they  as¬ 
sert  that  God  has  a  better  opportunity  to 
shew  his  patience  and  long  suffering,  and 
therefore  it  is  more  for  his  glory  than  if 
they  were  ‘‘perfect  and  entire,  wanting 
nothing,”  in  this  respect,  us  saith  James  i. 
4.  “  It  was  decreed  that  every  Christian 
shall  be  just  as  imperfect  as  heis,but  it  is  his 
duty  to  be  free  from  all  imperfection.  It 
was  decreed  that  Adam  should  fall,  but  it 
was  his  duty  to  continue  perfectly  holy  and 
innocent  **  Ems.  page  416. 

From  the  above  state  ments  we  must  con¬ 
clude  that  it  was  Adam’s  duty  to  break 
God’a  decree,  and  destroy  God’s  secret  will, 
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and  consequently  rob  God  of  his  glory  ;  and 
that  all  Christians  are  under  divine  obliga¬ 
tions  to  do  the  same.  And  thus,  accordiug 
to  the  sentiments  of  the  Calvinists,  God  re¬ 
quires  impossibilities  of  his  rational  crea¬ 
tures  ;  and  because  they  do  not  resist  his 
irresistible  agency,  he  sacrifices  them  to 
his  vindictive  wrath.  But  this,  say  some^ 
is  perfectly  good  and  just.  It  is  evident 
therefore,  that  Calvinists,  in  their  view  of 
this  subject,  call  evil  good  and  good  evil, 
as  saith  the  prophet. 

But  to  exhibit,  if  possible,  a  still  stronger 
Instance  of  the  absurdity  of  Calvinistic  rea¬ 
soning,  Dr.  E,  says,  page  401,  ‘‘They  be¬ 
hold  the  world  now*  as  God  did  at  first, 
and  say  it  is  all  very  Nothing  can 

be  added  to  it,  or  taken  from  it,  or  altered  in 
it,  to  make  it  any  better.*'  Here  he  repre¬ 
sents  sin,  in  the  aggregate,  to  be  all  very 
good  ;  and  would  fain  make  us  believe  that 
the  Almighty  is  the  author  of  ^h-  s  me  ;  and 
thus  exposes  himself  to  the  woe  which  Cod 
has  threatened  to  infiirt  upon  those  who 
call  evil  good  and  good  evil.  And  again, 
page  395  of  his  sermons  Mr.  E  says, 
**  there  is  nothing  in  which  men  so  nearly 
resemble  God,  as  in  a  godly  heart  **  This 
“  makes  them  holy  as  God  is  holy^  and  ficr^ 
feet  as  God  is  fierfect^  Page  435,  when 
speaking  of  the  godly,  he  says  iheii  hearts 
“  are  fickle  and  deceitful  above  all  things.'* 
pJow,  the  only  conclusion  that  can  be  drawn, 
from  the  above  statements,  is  that  Gj(I‘s 
heart  is  fickle  and  deceitful  above  all  things  ; 
and  so  Calvinists  must  say ;  and  so  G(k1 
must  be  represented  by  them,  in  order  to 
prove  their  doctrine  consistent ;  lor  he  that 
saith  one  thing,  and  designs  the  contrary  at 
the  same  lime,  must  be  guilty  of  deception 
and  hypocrisy  :  and  thus,  according  to  this 
doctrine,  **  Hi  [God]  hath  an  unclean  spir¬ 
it  ;*’  which  is  the  sin  against  the  holy  ghost, 
and  can  never  be  forgiven-  The  apostle 
tells  Timothy  that  ‘‘perilous  times  shail 
come ;  that  men  shall  be  boasters  pnmd 
unholy  despisers  of  those  that  are  good  ’* 
Now  it  is  sufficiently  evident,  that  the  Cal¬ 
vinists  call  good  men  evil,  in  asserting  that 
all  pious  Christians,  that  do  nut  believe  as 


they  do,  are  carnal  hypocrites  and  heretics  ; 
for  they  openly  declare  that  none  else 
oppose  the  Calvinian  doctrine  of  uncondi- 
tioridl  election  and  reprobation,  and  the  im¬ 
possibility  of  falling  from  grace.  As  an 
evidence  of  this  fact,  the  reader  is  referred 
to  the  canons  of  the  R Turned  Duicli 
Church,  page  163,  Art  15,  “The  camal 
mind  is  unable  to  comprehend  this  doctrine 
of  the  perseverance  of  the  saints,  and  the 
certainty  thereof —Satan  abhors  it,  the 
world  lidir  ules  it,  the  ignorant  and  hypo¬ 
crites  abuse,  and  heretics  o\^^oso  it  ’*  Utie 
we  find  Lu’her,  Fletcher  and  Wesley,  and 
all  who  have  adopted  their  s«  ntimenis,  con¬ 
demned  and  reprobated  as  heretics,  by  the 
synod  Dort ;  “  the  like  of  which  the  world 
has  not  seen  since  ;’*  and  foi  the  honor  of 
Christianity,  I  trust  never  shall  sec  here¬ 
after. 

In  his  exposition  of  Gal.  v.  4,  ye  are 
fallen  from  grace.  Lather  siys,  “these 
words,  ‘ye  are  fallen  from  grace,’ must 
not  be  coldly  or  siencltrly  considered,  for 
they  are  Weighty,  and  of  great  import  a  ^ce. 
He  that  falleth  from  gra«  e.  utterly  loseth 
the  atonement,  the  foigivchess  of  tins,  roe 
righteousness,  liberty  and  life  that  J^^us 
Christ  hath  merited  for  us  by  his  death 
and  resurrection  ;  and  instead  ihrreof  he 
purchaseth  unio  himself  the  wrath  and 
juigment  of  God,  sin,  death,  the  bondage 
of  the  devil  and  everlasting  damnation.*^ 
Luihr  on  G.  1.  p:>ge  405.  Again,  404-tb 
page  of  his  commentary,  he  lias  these 
Words.  “  ye  art  fallen  frotn  grace that  is 
to  say,  ye  are  no  longer  iu  the  kingdom  of 
grace.  F  jt  like  as  he  that  is  in  a  ship,  on 
which  side  soever  he  falleth  into  the  sea,  is 
drowned  ;  even  so  he  who  is  fallen  from 
g'*are,  must  needs  pe^i^h  ;**  that  is  to  say, 
with  Christ,  “  the  last  state  of  that  mnii  is 
worse  ihm  the  first.*’  Now  although  we 
do  Hot  deity  that  Luther  was  once  c  trried 
aw^ay  with  the  disMoml  tiion  and  dognus  of 
Augustine,  yet  we  have  sufficient  aiithori* 
ly  for  asserting  that  hi*  relinquished  those 
errors,  which  aie  laid  to  his  i  h.irge  bj  our 
modern  (’alvinian  diviuts,  lor  some  time 
previous  to  his  deaib.  Aud  let  the  above 


30 


EVANGELICAL  LUMINARY, 


quotation,  from  his  own  mouth,  satisfy  ev¬ 
ery  candid  reader  that  he  is  slanderously 
reported  by  those  who  say  he  was  a  Cal¬ 
vinist  in  sentiment. 

Hence  it  evidently  appears  that  Luther 
was  among  those  whotn  the  synod  of  Dort, 
and  their  coadjutors,  pronounce  heretics^ 
for  asserting  with  Paul  and  other  inspired 
writers,  the  danger  and  possibility  of  fal^ 
ling  from  grace.  But  here  the  reader  is, 
perhaps,  ready  to  reply,  I  have  heard  the 
Calvinian  divines  warn  the  members  of 
their  churches  against  falling  from  grace, 
and  I  should  not  suppose  them  so  ignorant 
as  to  warn  them  against  an  impossibility. 
But  recollect,  gentle  reader,  that  this  pro¬ 
ceeds,  not  so  much  from  their  ignorance,  as 
from  their  dissimulation  ;  and  that  error 
and  dissimulation  go  hand  in  hand^  and  are 
often  connected.  But  when  others  (say 
Episcopalians,  Lutherans,  Methodists  and 
German  Reformed)  warn  their  brethren 
against  aposiacy,  and  prove  the  reality  and 
possibility  of  it  from  scripture  authority  ; 
the  Calvinis  s  cry  out  this  is  a  dangerous 
and  an  evil  doctrine.  And  thus  (hey  call 
good  evil  and  evil  good,  and  put  darkness 
for  light  and  light  for  darkness. 

VVESLEV. 

[To  be  continuedJ\ 

ON  JUSTIFICATION. 

Justification  is  a  lorensic  term — to  be 
justified  before  God,  signifies  to  be  declar¬ 
ed  and  accounted  as  jubt  or  righteous  in  his 
sight.  The  application  of  this  word  in  the 
aVew  Testament  is  not  confined  to  rhristiaus. 
St  Pciui  and  ^t.  James  both  speak  of  the 
justification  of  Abraham.  (Rom.  iv.  2.  Jas. 
ii.  21.)  The  former  apostle  says  of  the 
Jews,  “  not  the  hearers  of  the  law  are  just 
before  God,  but  the  doers  of  the  law  shall 
be  jusiifitd;”  (Rom.  ii.  13)  and  of  the 
heathen  he  says,  “  the  scripture,  foreseeing 
that  Gcd  would  justify  the  heathen  through 
f  nth^  preached  belore  the  gospel  unto  A- 
braham (Gal  iii.  8  )  and  speaking  both 
of  Jews  and  heathen,  he  says,  It  is  one 
God,  which  shall  justify  the  circumcision 
by  faith,  and  uncircumsion  through  faith.” 
(Rom.  iii  30  )  In  the  follow!  g  passage 
the  word  is  aplied  to  all  mankind  at  the  day 
of  final  retribution,  “every  idle  word  that 
men  shall  speaki  they  shall  give  account 


thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment ;  for  by  thy 
words  thou  shall  be  justified,  and  by  ihy 
words  thou  shall  be  condemned.  (Matt, 
xii  26,37  ) 

Such  is  the  extensive  use  of  the  word 
justify  ;  but  our  more  particular  concern  is, 
to  ascertain  Us  exact  meaning  when  appli« 
ed  to  Christians  exclusively.  Fur  this  pur¬ 
pose,  we  must  have  recourse  to  the  apostol¬ 
ic  epistles ;  and  I  have  to  observe,  as  a 
very  important  consideration,  that  when 
thus  applied  it  always  refers  to  the  present 
life.  Justification  of  Christians  means  jus¬ 
tification  in  (his  world,  as  in  these  passages, 
“  and  such  (namely  thieves,  covetous, 
drunkards,  rcvilcrs  and  extortioners)  were 
some  of  you;  but  ye  are  washed,  but  yc 
arc  sanctified,  but  ye  are  ju'itificd  in  the 
name  of  the  Loid  Jesus,  and  by  the  spirit 
of  our  God:*'  (I  Cor.  vi.  ll.)  here  St. 
Paul  represents  the  Corinthian  Christians 
as  having  been  formerly  guilty  of  great 
sins,  but  as  being  now  washed,  sanctified, 
and  justified  ;  that  is.  as  having  been  bap¬ 
tized,  as  having  abandoned  their  former 
wickedness,  and  as  having  been  justified 
from  their  former  guilt,  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  and  through  the  operation  of  the 
divine  spirit  at  the  time  of  baptism  :  it  is 
evident  that  in  this  passage  nothing  is 
spoken  of  as  future  ;  the  washing,  the  sanc¬ 
tification,  the  justification,  were  all  events 
which  had  already  taken  place.  Being 
justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God  ;** 
(R  »m  v  I  )  St.  Paul  here  speaks  of  liv¬ 
ing  Christians,  who,  in  consequence  of  hav¬ 
ing  been  justified  from  their  former  sins 
through  faith  in  Chiist,  h»ve  now  peace 
with  God.  The  following  text  is  still  more 
clear,  and  points  out  the  difference  betweeq 
justification  an<l  salvaiton,  “  being  novx  jus¬ 
tified  by  his  blood,  we  shall  be  saved  tronri 
wraih  through  him  ;**  R  m.  v.  9  )  here 
also  justification  is  spoken  of  as  having  al¬ 
ready  taken  place,  salvation  as  being  fu¬ 
ture ;  that  is,  justification  is  in  this  world, 
salvation  in  the  next.  Justification  is  the 
rernission  of  sins  hereoncarih;  salvation 
is  the  attainment  of  happiness  in  heaven. 
Not  a  single  passage  can  be  found  in  the 
epistles,  or  indeed  in  any  part  of  the  New 
Testament,  in  which  justification  or  justify, 
wiien  applied  to  Christians  exclusively, 
that  is,  when  tieatcd  of  as  belonging  to 
them  as  such)  denotes  the  sentence  to  be 
pronounced  at  the  day  of  judgment  Nor 
do  the  apostles  ever  tell  their  converts,  that 
they  will  hereafter  be  justified;  but  always 
address  them  as  persons  who  have  been 
justified. 


evangelical  luminary. 


31 


It  hfl8  been  already  intiroaled,  that  the 
subject  of  justification  is  mcniioned  in  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  apostolic  epistles,  but  it  is  dis¬ 
cussed  at  the  greatest  length  in  the  epistle 
to  the  Romans  St.  Paul,  after  shewing 
that  all  mankind,  both  Jews  and  GentiUs, 
were  equally  under  sin.  and  liable  to  con¬ 
demnation  and  punishment  by  that  God 
whose  laws  they  have  violated,  declares, 
<^now  the  righteousness  of  God  without  the 
law  is  manifested,  being  witnessed  by  the 
law  and  the  prophets,  even  the  rightcous- 
ncf^s  of  God,  which  is  by  faith  oi  Jesus 
Christ  unto  all,  and  upon  all  them  that  be¬ 
lieve  :  for  there  is  no  diffeience:  for  all 
have  sinned,  and  come  short  oi  the  glory  of 
God ;  being  justified  freely  by  his  grace, 
through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus:  whom  God  hath  set  forth  to  be  a 
propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to 
declare  his  righuousness  for  the  remission 
of  sins  that  are  past  through  the  forbearance 
of  God  ;  to  declare,  I  say,  at  this  lime,  his 
righteousness  :  that  he  might  be  just,  and 
the  jusfifier  of  h.m  \vhi«  h  believtth  in  Je¬ 
sus.  Where  is  boasting  then  ?  It  is  ex¬ 
cluded.  liy  what  law  ?  Of  works  ? — iVay  : 
but  by  the  law  of  faith  Therefore  we  con¬ 
clude,  that  a  man  is  justified  by  faiih  with¬ 
out  the  deeds  of  (he  law.’*  (R^im.  ii  i  2  I — 
•28.)  The  general  doctrine  oi  justification 
thus  stated,  may  be  resolved  into  these 
three  parts  :  First,  the  meritorv  us  cause 
on  account  of  which  we  art  jusiified  :  Se¬ 
condly,  the  conditUn  to  be  performed  by 
ourselves,  to  render  that  cause  » fiiuacious  : 
and,  thirdly,  the  motive  which  lead  to  the 
appointment  of  this  mode  of  justification. 
First.  God  in  said  to  have  “  set  form  Christ 
to  be  our  propitiation  to  declare  his  nght- 
eouMiess  for  the  remission  of  sins  Christ 
is  our  propitiation,  that  is,  the  atonement 
made  by  his  death  is  (he  meritorious  cause 
of  the  remission  of  our  sins,  or  of  our  jus¬ 
tification.  The  characteristic  blessing  of 
the  Christian  religion  is,  that  it  provides  a 
satisfaction  for  sin ;  to  this  inestimable 
benefit  it  has  an  exclusive  claim  :  “by  Him 
all  that  bdicre  are  justified  fn  m  all  things, 
from  which  they  could  not  be  just  fiod  by 
the  law  of  Moses,”  or  by  any  previous  <lis- 
pensation.  Secondly,  does  iliis  cause  ope¬ 
rate  necessarily,  and  proclure  our  justifica¬ 
tion  as  its  unavoidable  effect  ?  i\o  ,  it  ope- 
rates  “  through  faith  in  his  blood  that  is, 
the  means  by  which  it  operates  is  our  faith 
in  the  death  of  Christ.  If  we  have  not  that 
laith,  if  wc  do  not  embrace  the  gospel  when 
proposed  to  us,  Christ  is  not  oiir  propitia¬ 
tion;  and  conseqently,  is  the  condi¬ 


tion  to  be  performed  by  ourselves, to  render 
the  death  of  Christ  effectual  to  our  justifi¬ 
cation.  And  the  same  thing  is  expressed 
in  a  preceding  verse,  the  righteousness  of 
tJod  [is  inahifestecl"!  which  is  by  faith  of 
Jesus  Chi  ist  unto  all,  and  upon  all  them 
that  believe  (Rom,  iii.  22  )  belief  ox  faith 
is  here  also  pronounced  to  be  the  cohdition 
of  justification.  Thirdly,  the  motive  tphich 
lead  to  the  appointment  of  this  mode  of 
justification,  is  contained  in  these  words, 
‘‘  being  justified  freely  by  Ood^s  grace 
it  was  the  mercy  of  God,  his  good  will  to¬ 
wards  men,  which  alone  induced  him  to 
appoint  this  gracious  mode  of  justification. 
It  was  done  “  freely”  and  gratuitously,  with¬ 
out  any  merit  in  us,  any  claim  on  our  part, 
when  we  were  all  sinners,  when  the  whole 
world  was  guilty  in  the  sight  of  God,  and 
must  otherwise  have  perished  everlasting¬ 
ly.  “  Where  is  boasting  then  ?  It  is  ex¬ 
cluded.  By  vhat  law  ?  Of  works  ?  Nay, 
but  by  the  law  of  faith.”  Boasting  cannot 
be  excluded  by  the  law  of  works,  that  is,  by 
the  law  oi  Moses,  because  in  that  dispen¬ 
sation  God  sent  no  one  to  be  the  propi¬ 
tiation  for  our  sins  C I  J  jhn  iy.  10.)  no  one 
gave  himself  for  us,  an  offering  and  a 
sacrifice  to  God  v.Eph.  v.  2.)  there  is  no 
“  mediator  between G.  d  and  men;”  (i  Tim. 
ii.  5  )  and  therefore  if  the  works  of  the  Mo¬ 
saic  law  do  justify,  it  must  be  on  account  of 
their  own  merit,  and  the'  performance  of 
them  must  be  attended  with  a  ground  of 
boasting.  It  is  otherwise  with  “  the  law 
of  faith,”  or  the  gospel  of  Christ,  where 
boasting  is  excluded  by  denying  merit  to 
faith,  and  by  referring  all  merit  to  Christ, 
from  whose  death  the  justifying  efficacy  of 
faith  is  wholly  derived.  This  is  a  lunda- 
mental  difference  between  the  two  cove¬ 
nants,  the  law  ol  vjorks  and  the  law  of  faiths 
(he  dis/iensation  of  Moses  and  the  gospel 
of  Christ.  I'he  Jews  proudly  boasted  of 
the  observance  of  their  external  ordinances 
as  cousiituling  merit,  and  conferring  right 
to  the  favor  of  God  ;  but  Christians  are 
taught,  after  they  have  done  all,  to  confess 
themselves  unprofitable  servants,  and  to 
lely  humbly  and  solely  upon  the  merits 
and  mediation  of  their  blessed  Redeemer 
for  acceptance  at  the  throne  of  grace. 
“Tne  Lord  liaih  laid  on  him  the  iniquity 
ol  us  all;*’  (Is.liii  6.)  “  Who  his  own  self 
hare  our  sins  in  his  own  body;*'  (I  Pct.ii. 
24.)  ‘‘  lie  was  m..de  sin  for  us.  who  ktiew 
no  sin,  that  ue  might  be  made  llie  nshteous- 
ness  ol  God  in  him  ;**  (2  Cor.  v.  21.)  “  i.)f 
him  are  ye  in  Chrni  Jesus,  who  of  G«kI  is 
made  unto  us  wisdom,  and  ^glucou^ucss 
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and  sanctification*  and  redemption  ( I  Cor. 
i.  30  )  There  is,  as  it  were,  a  mutual  trans¬ 
fer  ol  the  sins  of  men  to  Christ,  and  of 
Cnrisi’s  righteousness  to  men  ;  so  that 
God  no  longer  “  imputeih  .iluir  trespasses 
unto  themi^’  (2  Cor.  v.  19  )  and  he  is  the 
jui'iifier  of  him  which  belie vcih  in  Jesus 
(Rom.  iii.  26 )  Christ  being  himself 
without  sin  voluntarily  underwent  the 
punishment  due  to  sin;  and  we  enj  ly  the 
benefits  of  his  righteousness  and  p  «>sion, 
in  being  “  reconciled  to  Gt»d.”  (2  Cor  v. 
20  )  and  made  ‘‘heirs  of  salvation.’’  (Heb. 
i.*l4  } — Tomline^s  RtjT  of  Calvinism,  page 
98  eJ'c. 


CJLVIJYISM 


OF  god’s  eternal  decree. 

God  from  all  eternity  did  by  the  most 
wise  and  holy  counsel  ot  his  own  will,  free¬ 
ly  and  unchangeably  ordain  wtial soever 
comes  to  pass  ;  yet  so  as  thereby  neither  is 
God  the  author  of  sin ;  nor  is  violence  of¬ 
fered  to  the  will  ol  the  creatures,  nor  is  the 
liberty  or  contingency  of  second  causes 
taken  away,  but  rather  established. 

11.  Although  God  knows  whatsoever 
may  or  can  come  to  pass,  upon  all  supposed 
conditions ;  yet  hath  he  not  decreed  any 
thing  because  he  foresaw  it  as  Ituiire,  oras 
that  which  would  come  to  pass,  upon  such 
conditiotis. 

Ill  By  the  decree  of  God,  for  the  mani¬ 
festation  of  his  glory,  some  men  and  angels 
are  predestinated  unto  everlasting  life,  and 
others  foreordained  to  everlasting  death. 

IV.  These  angels  and  men,  thus  predes- 
tioated  and  fore-ordained,  are  particularly 
and  unchangeably  designed  ;  and  their  num¬ 
ber  is  so  certain  and  definite  that  it  cannot 
be  either  increased  or  diminished. 

V.  Those  of  mankind  that  are  predesti¬ 
nated  unto  life,  God,  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world  was  laid^  according  to  his  eter¬ 
nal  and  immutable  purpose,  and  the  secret 
counsel  and  good  pleasures  of  his  will,  hath 
chosen  in  Christ,  unto  everlasting  glory, 
out  of  his  mere  free  grace  and  love,  without 
any  foresight  of  faith  or  good  works,  or  per¬ 
severance  in  either  of  them,  or  any  thing  in 
the  creature,  as  conditions,  or  causes  mov¬ 
ing  him  thereunto;  and  all  to  the  praise  of 
his  glorious  grace. 

VI.  As  God  hath  appointed  the  elect  un¬ 
to  glory,  so  hath  he,  by  the  eternal  and 
most  free  purpose  of  his  will,  fore-ordained 
all  the  means  thereunto.  Wherclore  they 
who  are  elected  being  iailtn  in  Adam,  are 
redeemed  by  Christ,  arc  effectually  called 


unto  faith  in  Christ  by  his  spirit  working  io 
due  season  ;  are  justified,  adopted,  sancti¬ 
fied,  and  kept  by  his  power  through  faith 
unto  salvation  Neither  arc  any  .oiher  re¬ 
deemed  by  Christ,  effectually  called,  justifi- 
cd.  adopted,  saDClifi\.d,  and  saved,  but  the 
elect  only. 

Vll  The  rest  of  mankind,  God  was 
pleased,  according  to  the  unsearchable  coun¬ 
sel  of  his  own  will,  whereby  he  exiendeih 
or  withholdeth  mercy  as  he  picaseth,  for 
the  glory  of  his  sovereign  power  over  his 
creatures,  to  pass  by,  and  to  ordain  them 
to  dishonor  and  wrath  for  their  sin,  to  the 
praise  of  his  glorious  justice.  VIII.  The 
doctrine  of  this  high  mystery  of  predes¬ 
tination  is  to  be  handled  with  sfiedal  Jiru^ 
dence  and  carf>  that  men  attending  the  will 
ot'God  reve.d  d  in  his  word,  and  yielding 
obedience  ihereunio,  may,  from  the  certain¬ 
ty  of  their  tffec  ual  vocation,  be  assured  of 
their  eternal  election.  So  shall  this  doc¬ 
trine  ;  fford  mailer  of  praise,  reverence, 
and  admiration  of  God  ;  and  of  humility, 
diligence  and  abundant  consolation,  lo  all 
that  sincerely  obey  ihc  gospel  — Confession 
of  faith  of  the  Presbyterian  churchy  chap. 
III. 


ON  EFFECTUAL  CALLING. 

All  those  whoDi  God  hath  predestined  unto  lifa, 
and  those  only,  he  is  pleased,  in  his  appointed  and 
accepted  time,  effectually  to  call,  by  his  word  and 
spirit,  oti^  of  that  state  of  sio  and  death,  in  which 
they  are  by  nature,  lo  grace  and  salTatioo  by 
Jesus  Christ  ;  enliithteniDg  their  minds  spiritually 
and  savingly,  to  understand  the  things  of  Goa,  ta¬ 
king  away  their  heart  of  stone,  and  giving  unto 
them  a  heart  of  desh ;  renewing  theii  wills,  and 
by  his  almighty  power  determining  them  to  that 
which  is  good  ;  and  effectually  drawing  them  to 
Jesus  Chri‘‘t;  yet  so  at  they  come  most  freely^  be¬ 
ing  made  w'illing  by  his  grace. 

11.  This  effectual  call  is  of  God^s  free  and  spe¬ 
cial  grace  alone,  not  from  any  thing  at  all  foreseen 
in  man  ;  who  h  altogether  passive  therein,  until, 
being  quickened  and  renewed  by  ibe  holy  spirit,  he 
is  thereby  enabled  to  answer  this  call,  and  em- 
brnre  the  grace  offered  and  conveyed  in  it. 

Ilf.  Elect  infants^  dying  in  inlancy,  are  regene¬ 
rated  and  saved  hy  Christ  through  the  spirit,  who 
worketh  when,  and  where,  and  how  he  pleaseth. 
So  also  are  all  other  elect  persons,  who  are  inca¬ 
pable  ot  being  outwardly  called  by  the  ministry 
of  the  word. 

IV.  Others  not  elected  although  they  may  be 
called  by  the  ministry  of  the  word,  and  may  have 
some  common  operations  o(  the  spirit,  yet  they 
never  truly  come  to  Christ,  and  therefore  cannot 
he  saved  :  iruch  less  can  men,  not  professing  (he 
Christian  religion,  he  saved  in  any  other  way 
whatsoever,  he  they  never  so  diligent  to  frame 
their  lives  according  to  the  light  of  nature,  and 
the  law  of  that  religion  they  do  profess  ;  and  to 
as."  it  and  maintain  that  they  may  is  very 
|)eruiciou8  and  to  be  detested. — ibid.  Chap,  X, 


